“Eleven” Activity Choices

Complete ONE option to share in class on Thursday, October 22.

Make sure you do a thorough, detailed job that reflects the grade you’d like.

1. Examine the saying, “act your age,” as it applies to this story.  Does Rachel react the way society expects an 11-year old to act?  Give examples.  Is the same behavior expected of boys and girls at this age?  Why do you think so?  Is this acceptable, or should society adapt their expectations?
2. Change the story into comic strip format, with at least four frames and conversation in bubbles.  Make it colorful, detailed, and large enough to be read easily.
3. Compare Rachel’s birthday with the way she expected it to be.  You may do this in the form of a T-chart.  Use both details from the text and your own prior experiences.

4. Write a letter Mrs. Price might have written to Rachel after this story ended.  It must be about a page in length, and include specific examples from the text.
5. Pretend Rachel goes back to visit Mrs. Price when she’s an adult.  Create a short skit that depicts this conversation.  Write in correct script format.  Be ready to act it out for the class.  You may “hire” friends to help you perform.
6. You are Rachel’s best friend.  Create a birthday card that would cheer her up on her birthday after what has happened.  Make it decorative and colorful, use several examples of figurative language, and see if you can make it rhyme.

7. One critic has said that Sandra Cisneros is a gifted writer because she “makes the invisible, visible.”  Explain why this may be true, using specific examples from the text.
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